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COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING – 23 JULY 2020 
 

Question to Leader of the Council 
 

By Charlotte Atkins 
 

Question 

Given the expected surge in mental health distress following the challenges of 
Covid-19, will the County Council ensure that the Occupational Therapy 
Department working at the Kniveden Partnership operating from a County 
Council owned site at The Mount, Leek has a sustainable future caring for over 
sixty clients? 
 

Reply 

 
The Kniveden Partnership relates to Growthpoint, an horticulturally based mental 
health service that was established and is run by North Staffordshire Combined 
Mental Health Services Trust, (NSCHMST). This service is currently provided by 
NSCHMST from SCC’s Kniveden/Springhill site, at The Mount Leek. This is not a 
service delivered or commissioned by SCC. 
 
The three individual council owned sites at the Mount are allocated in the 
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council Local Plan for much needed housing 
development. Sale of these sites will also release money locked into surplus or 
underused and inefficient properties to invest in our key services. 
 
We will respond to the many challenges that Covid-19 presents and will try to 
support NSCMHST in their valuable work. When a decision is taken to release 
the Mount Road sites, SCC will offer advice and guidance to support, if required 
by NSCMST, in seeking alternative community options for its 47 service users. 


